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CARIBBEAN SEA TURTLES NOT COMMONLY
FOUND IN PUERTO RICO



THREATS TO SEA TURTLE 
CONSERVATION IN PUERTO RICO



Local Threats: uncontrolled coastal development, 

garbage, ect.
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THREATS TO SEA TURTLE 
CONSERVATION IN PUERTO RICO



Local Threats: light pollution, beach armoring 

Isla Verde, PR

San Juan, PR
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Palmas del Mar, desorientada y cayo en 

piscina

THREATS TO SEA TURTLE 
CONSERVATION IN PUERTO RICO

Maunabo, PR

Patillas, PR

Humacao, PR



Poaching
THREATS TO SEA TURTLE 
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Local Threats: light pollution, beach armoring 
THREATS TO SEA TURTLE 
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PUERTO RICO SEA TURTLE
MANAGEMENT, CONSERVATION AND 

RESEARCH INITIATIVES



o 1978: Marine Turtles Protected by

US Endangered Species Act (ESA)

o 1984: First long-term nesting

surveys (Culebra and Mona

Islands)

o 1986: Marine Turtles Protected by

State Law (Ley de Vida Silvestre)

o 1987: Designation of Mona Island

as critical nesting beaches for

hawksbill turtles

o 1999: Designation of Critical

feeding habitats for Culebra and

Mona/Monito Islands

o 2013: Law to Designate the

Northeast Ecological Corridor as a

Nature Reserve

Historical Background:

Mona Island, 1984 

HISTORICAL
BACKGROUND



NORTHEAST ECOLOGICAL CORRIDOR



NORTHEAST ECOLOGICAL CORRIDOR



ENTITIES INVOLVED IN SEA TURTLE 
CONSERVATION IN PUERTO RICO

CH2MHILL

Government Agencies:

o PR Department of Natural and Environmental 

Resources 

o US Fish & Wildlife Service

o US National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA)

Universities and Zoos:

o University of Puerto Rico

o Sea Grant Program (PR)

o Atlanta Zoo, Georgia (USA)

Regional Organizations:

o WIDECAST 

o IUCN Sea Turtle Specialist Group



CITIZEN ACTION
COLLABORATIVE MANAGEMENTS



2014:

2,034 NESTS

SURVEYS
HAWKSBILL TURTLES



Number of hawksbills’s nests at Mona Island, PR, 1974-2014.

SURVEYS
HAWKSBILL TURTLES (MONA ISLAND)



SURVEYS
LEATHERBACK TURTLES

2014:

2,013 NESTS



SURVEYS
GREEN TURTLES

2014:

300 NESTS



Principal in-water study areas 

in Puerto Rico

Mona

Desecheo Culebra

DesecheoMona

Tres Palmas

Culebra

RESEARCH AND MONITORING
PRINCIPAL IN-WATER SURVEY AREAS



StrandingsSTRANDING RESPONSE



COLLABORATIONS AND ALLIANCES



Actions:COLLABORATIONS AND ALLIANCES
WITH COMMUNITY GROUPS



oAuthorized and trained by 

DNER (Protocol reviewed 

yearly)

oCollaborative Agreements

oFinancial Support

oParticipation in Annual 

Meeting

oRed Tortuguera de Puerto 

Rico

Actions:COLLABORATIONS AND ALLIANCES
WITH COMMUNITY GROUPS



Playa Zoni, Culebra
Estacion 1

Beach profiles
RESEARCH AND MONITORING

BEACH PROFILES



TaggingRESEARCH AND MONITORING
TAGGING



Conservation, management, and educationPUBLIC ENGAGEMENT



EDUCATION AND OUTREACH



KNOWLEDGE TO ACTION

http://www.puertorico.sierraclub.org/tinglar.html
http://www.puertorico.sierraclub.org/tinglar.html


BEACH CLEAN-UPS



Festival del TinglarLEATHERBACK FESTIVAL
10th ANNIVERSARY (APRIL 11, 2015)



ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION





ENFORCEMENT



First National Meeting-DRNA, 2012

FIRST NATIONAL MEETING (2012) - DNER



2nd NATIONAL MEETING (2013) - MAUNABO



3rd NATIONAL MEETING (2014) - VIEQUES



Red Tortuguera de Puerto Rico

Herpetology Symposium, Arecibo DNER Endangered Species Symposium

RECOGNITIONS



ANNUAL CENSUS DATA

www.tortugasmaunabo.com



UPDATED DIGITAL LIBRARY AND DATABASE





Programa para el Control y la Prevención de la 

Contaminación Lumínica
El 9 de agosto de 2008 se aprobó la Ley 218 (según enmendada por las Leyes Núm. 225-
2011, 29-2012 y 35-2013) para crear el Programa para el Control y la Prevención de la
Contaminación Lumínica, adscrito a la Junta de Calidad Ambiental.

En la exposición de motivos la Ley 218 dispone entre otros asuntos lo siguientes:
“Desde principios del pasado siglo, la iluminación ha estado perjudicando nuestros cielos. El 
resplandor de la luz artificial, ocasionado por el uso inadecuado de lámparas o luminarias, 
envía luz de forma directa e indirecta hacia el cielo, lo que se conoce como contaminación 
lumínica. Esta contaminación sucede cuando se ve un resplandor de luz en el cielo producido 
por el reflejo de la luz artificial en los gases y las partículas muy livianas que quedan 
suspendidas en el aire. Ese mismo resplandor hace menos obscura la noche, y entonces 
“desaparece”, progresivamente, la luz de las estrellas en nuestro firmamento. Decimos que 
“desaparecen”, porque no podemos percibir las estrellas con luz más débil.”



ESTABLISH DARK SKY RESERVES



StrandingsPUERTO RICO CLIMATE CHANGE COUNCIL

www.pr-ccc.org



n=42

Recapture interval of male hawksbills in Mona Island

REGIONAL SEA TURTLE CONSERVATION



• Incidental catch reduction in fisheries

• Coastal development planning

• Best Management Practices

• Technical and Data Exchange

• Education and Outreach Materials

• Enforcement to prevent poaching of 

eggs and slaughter of turtles

• Climate change resilience + adaptation

REGIONAL 
COLLABORATION






